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‘Major Advance’in %MJ 1"'Talks
Is / Aﬂmmm@@d by White H@u%

By Carroll Kllrzatr ick
Washington Post Staff Writer

The White House announced
yesterday -“a major advance”
toward a nuclear arms limita-

‘Union, indicating that
'Zgreem"ent is- near
land-bated and submarine-
based offensive missiles.,

Coramunist Party
Leonid 1. Brezhnev had agreed
to "give new instuctions to
their SALT negotiators..

The announcement came
after the President and his

- .chief advisers met in the Cabi-

net Reom with Gerard C.
Smith to discuss “confidential

exchanges” between the Presi-:

dent and Brezhnev.

.- Smith departed for Helsinki,
where the talks are being
held, last night with his new
instructions, and the White
House said that the President
fs “confident” the Soviet
delegate, Viadimir 8. Se-
myonov, “will receive” new in-
structions from his govern-
ment

. The White House statement
also appeared to indicate that
both major powers are con-
tinuing to try to prevent their
-conflict over ' Vietnam from
halting negotiations in other
areas.

- White House press secrctary
Ronald L. Zicgler said that as

a result of the new instruec- i

tions, Mr. Nixon believes that
an agreement “mutually ac.
eeptable to both sides” can be
negotiated on the limitation of
offensive and defénsive weap.
ons,

When asked whether the in-

‘structions cover missile-firing’

issue in the lengthy SALT ne-
gotiations, Ziegler replied that

- submarines, the key unsettled:

he could not discuss details
but that he could say he was
referring to “a major advance
and a broadened scope of an
-offensive freeze.”

The purpose of the recent
exchanges: between the Presi-
dent and Brezhnev ‘“was. to
sce whether the major remain-
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tion pact with the Soviet change, the President has con-
an cluded that the possibilities of
to limit reaching agr ecement have been
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ment covermg oftenswe ana
defensive weapons could be
completed at an early date.”

Ziegler said.
“On the basis of this ox-

substantially increased.”
Ziegler declined to say how
: often the Presxdont and Brezh-

Without giving details, the’ ‘nev have been in communica-
White House announced that) tion or to speculate on when
President Nixon and, Soviet! oo agreement might be con-

Chief, cluded.

Another source said there
would now be “a race against
the clock” to put an agree-
ment in final form by the time
the President begins his Mos-
cow meeting May 22

Last May 20, the President
announced that as a result of
“negotiations  invelving
highest level of both govern-
ments” a-deadlock in the Sovi-
et-American arms limitation
talks had been broken.

He said then that the two
governments had agreed to
limit both offensive and defen-
sive weapons. Last month, Sec-
retary of Defense dlelvin R.
Laird said that the United
States cannot accept a SALT

on land and submarine-based
missiles as well,”

Agreement by the two su-
perpowers to limit the size of
their millilefiring fleets
would not, however, rule out
the future modernization of

i those fleets with still more ad-

‘vanced submarines and under-
,water missiles. :

The United States is ex-
ipected to continue work on its
new ULMS (Underwater Long
Range Missile System) project
intended 1o produce a succes-
sor to the current Polaris-
/Poseidon fleet. )

Similarly, the Soviets would
be expected to continue work
jon a new class of vessels to
ccarry improved versions of
their sca-based missiles al-!
ready being tested. i

This type of modernization’
would be rationalized on the
basis of replacing aging weap-

ons with more modern ones,
but on a basis which would
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The U S has had 41 missile-
subs in its fleet for several
years., The Soviels now have
about 23 operational with
about 17 more under construe-
tion, for a total of 42.

Allowing the Soviets to com-
plete those now under con-
struction will produce rough
parity in size between the two
fleets, though the U.S. missiles
and subs are both rated as su-
perior in quality.

The United States has been
pressing hard for inclusion of
subs in any initial agreement,
but the move, apparently until
very recently, has been re-
sisted by the Soviets. What if
anything the United States
gave up to gain this conces.
sion from the Soviets is not
clear,

The Ru«:smns however, al-
ready have a significant nu-
merical edge nver the United
States in land-based offensive
missiles, or ICBMs, by about
1,500 10 1.036.

The Soviels started con-
struetion on 91 additional
ICBM silos between late in
1970 and lateslast summer. .

Twenty-five of these are
said to be for a new and very

large Soviet missile which is
‘expected to be tested soon,
probably after the May sum-
mit meeting,

The rest of the holes are ex-
pected to house an improved
version of the smaller and less
threatening $3S-11 ICBM.

The Russians already have
288 of the earlier and very
large $S-8 ICBMs. Thus an
Soviets about 313 large mis-
siles which ultimately might

threaten U.S. ICBMs in a
isurprise attack. this total,
lhowever, is within the guide-

lines that U.S. officials set al-
mosi two years ago in gauging
what the U.S. could saflely live
with in the way of a Sowet
threat.

Attendmg the White House
mecting, in addition to the
President - and Smith, were
Secretary of State William P.
Rogers, Secretary. of Defense
Melvin' R. Laird, Deputy Salt
negotiator: Lt. Gen. Royal Alli-

son, Adm. Thomas H, Moorer,

chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, CIA Director Richard
Helis, Henry A, Xissinger,
assistant for national security
affairs, and Maj. Gen. Alex-
ander M. Haig, deputy a551st
ant.

They met for a liftle more
than an hour. Mr. Nixon then

conferred with Rogers on his

trip this week to Kurope to
consult with allies prior to
the President’s Soviet trip.
When Zicgler was asked
whether Kissinger would re-
turn to Europe with Smith, he
said that he would no longer
provide “any information on
Dr. Kissinger's movements,”
With Le Duc Tho, the North
Vietnamese politbure mem-
ber, having returned to Paris,
it was believed that Kissinger
soon *would meet him there,
They held a series of fruitless
secret  negotiations  befween
1969 and 1971 in an attempt to

reach a Vietnam agreement.
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